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To the Right Honourable 


&s THOMAS PILKINGTON, 
Lord MAYOR of the City of 


LONDON. 


My Lord, 


Hen 1 Preach'd this Sermon at your Invitation before 
your Lordſhip and the Court of Aldermen, whatever 
fault was in it Was imputable Wholly to my ſelf : But now that I 
Publiſh it by your Lordſhips and their Order, you will pardon me 
if I tell you, you have made your ſelves ſharers in the Blame. Vet 
I mnſt needs fay, bad 1 bin convinc'd there was any thing in it that 
juſtly deferv'd Cenſure, T ſhould not eaſily have bin prevail'd with 
to expoſe it to Publick view, unalter d as it is, But ſuch is my 
lnbappineſs, that though I have bin told that many were offended 
atit, yet 1 have not met With any one that knew a good Reaſon 
why, or that was himſelf perſwaded there was any Reaſon for it. 
The onely Paſſage 1 have heard of (tho' there may be many more 
for ought 1 know) that gave ſo much Offence, is that toward the 
Concluſuon. wherein I expreſ£my deteſtation of ſuch a Wickedneſs as 
the viting in the French would be, in an Engliſh-man and a 
Proteſtant, 1 am not yet perſwaded that the declaring my Ab- 
borrence 
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horrence of it in the manner that T have done, is ſo much as a tacit 
accuſing any Perſon of it : Neither can I think that T have ag gras 
vated the Crime in an tmdut manaer, When I make it next to the 
worſt that can be imagin'd. But if any one will tell me of a grea. 
ter that ought to come between, 1 ſhall not be backward to acknoy, 
ledge. ſuch a Miſtake. Neither laſtly. can-I think-it worth. my 
hilt to-anſwer-ſuch a weak and peeviſh-Objeftion as ſome 1 hear 
have'made, as if it were Blaſphemy for ſooth to ſuppoſe that wick, 
ed men may account the Government of Almighty God a Tyramy, 
And yet if n1hing of all this be the Fault that is to be found in that 
Expreſon, 1 _ needs ſay, I am yet to ſeek where it lyes, lu 
compoſirs of the Sermon it Was my real deſire to promote as well « 
I could the great End for which the Day was ſet apart, viz. Re- 
pentance and Reformation whereby the Judgments of God might bi 
prevented, And 1 am not out of bope that it may have had, and 
may yet have by -virtue of this Publication, ſome little Effet 
that way. And therefore | bumbly preſent it to your Lordſhip as 
a Teſtimony that I am 
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My Lord, 


Tour Lordſhips moſt Obedient and 
Humble Servant, 


SAMUEL BARTON, 


AMOS 


at ['s Germ. y 


CEE 


AMOS IV. 12: 


Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Iſrael ; 
And becaxſe I will uo this unto thee,pre- 
pare to meet thy God O Iſrael. 


T is an-eafte matter eſpecially our of the 
[ Prophetical books of Scripture to chooſe 
;- out a- Text proper enough to the occaſton 
of our- preſent meeting. For the people of 

the Jews (in whoſe place and Read the Chriſti- 
an Church, and at this time the Reformed parc 
thereof do's ſucceed) had, in: their latter time 
eſpecially, before they were carried into Cap- 
tity, and before God would execute the fe- 
vereſt 'of his Judgments upon them for their 
Apoſtacies, many Prophets ſent unto them. to- 
warn them, whoſe Writings, and the Meflages: 
that they deliver'd, it has pleas'd God ſhould! 
be convey'd down to us,to the intent that fron: 
thence we . might learn to take warning alſo, 
and to- underſtand the Methods of Gods deal- 
ing, and: the Diſcipline- we muſt expet he 
ſhould exerciſe roward thoſe whom he _— 
with: 
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with the knowledge of his Will, when they 
behave themſelves unthankfully and unwor. 
thily toward him. We haveche Hiſtory of the 
Old Teſtament,to let us know what befell the 
People of God in thoſe early Ages of the 
World, and how he chaſtiz'd. them for their 
Offences, and deliver'd them oft-times upon 
their Repentance. And we have the very. words 
- bf the Prophers whom God ſent among them 
(many times very pungent and penetrating 
words, ſuch as carry a miore than ordinary force 
and ſpirit in chem) very applicable in many 
inſtances, to our own condition.  Thele thing 
were written for our Example and Admoni- 
tion. And indeed, ſetting aſide the Dive 
Authority, there is no other Book in the whole 
World containing ſo many wholeſome and 
uſeful Inſtructions, ſuch Comforts and Sup: 
ports .in the time of Adyerſity, nor ſuch 
neceſſary Dire&tions, and uſeful Cautions for 
all.times, as are.to be found .in Holy Serip- 
cure, | 


But though the Scripture abound, as | ſaid, 


with Directions. very uſeful and applicable to 


eyery emergency, and to every ſtate and:con-: 


dition we. can be in, | and - particularly ' have 
many 
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many Texts proper enough to a day of Humi- 
lation (as this is) of which number l take this 
which 1 have read to you, to be one. And 
though it be not difficult, either to explain the 
meaning of it, or to make ſuch Obſervations 
and Inferences from ir, as may be very uleful 
to-every one of us ; yet how to preſs theſe 
things ſo home, and to ſpeak with ſuch force 
2nd cogency, as the preſent time and ſtate of 
things does require, and as may cauſe ſuch 
neceſſary Truths to ſink deep into every one 
of our minds, is | confeſs a work that ſeems 
too difficult for me. However with Gods A(- 
ſtance I ſhall apply my ſelf co ic in the beſt 
manner that I can. 

Theſe words then (to begin with an Ex- 
planation of them) are a plain Declaration of 
Gods intention to proceed in executing ]udg- 
ments on his People, and chaſtiſing them te- 
verely for their ſins. For the Prophet in the 
Verſes before had bin recounting to chem what 
—_ God had already ſent upon them 
or their Wickedneſs, and that without any 
pood effet, He ages this Enumeration at 
the 6th. ver. telling them of a Famine that had 
bin amongſt them. 1 have given you cleanneſs of 
teeth in all your Cities, and want of bread in all your 
4 places, 
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places, yet bave you not returned unto me, faith the 
Lord, Thar Chaſtilement, it ſeems, had done 
them little good. He therefore adds farther 
at the 7. and 8. verſes, And alſo I have withboldes 
the ram from you, when there were yet three months ty 
the harveſt, and this was in fuch a manner a; 
did plainly ſhew the finger of God in it; for 
it follows, and Icanfed it to rain upon one City, and 
cauſed it not to rain upon another city, one piece was 
rained upon, and the piece Whereon it rained not Wj- 
thered ; ſo two or three citics wandered unto one city 
to drink water, but they were not ſatisfied ; yet hays 
Je not returned unto me ſaith the Lord. Still they 
amended not their ways, nor would forſake 
their ſins, though the ſtrange difference that 
was made between ſome places and others in 
the Execution of this Judgment, made it eyi- 
dent that the hand of God was in it. Ir fol- 
lows at the gth. verſe. T have ſmitten you with 
blaſting and mildew, When your Gardens, and your 
Vineyards and - your Fig-trees, and your Olive-Tret 
increaſed, the Palmer-worm devourtd them ; yet ha 
Je not returned unto me ſaith the Lord, That is 


Rill the Burthen, and che complaint of God | 


againſt his people, that nothing of - all this 
Gus awaken them fo far-as to make them 


xeturn to their Duty. Therefore he proceeds 
a 
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aithe 49th, verſe-ro mind chem of yer heavier 
Judgments.that had bin executed upon them. 
[ have ſent among you the Peitilence after the manner 
of Egypt, your young men have T ſlain with the ſword, 
aid have taken dway your horſes, and 1 have made 
the ſtink of your camps to come up into your noſtrils ; 
Jt have ye not returned unto me ſaith the Lord. Here 
is ſtill che ſame complaint entered againſt chem, 
that all this had not wrought a Reformarion. 
Yea ſtill farther at the 1 1ch. ver. 1 have over- 
thrown ſame of you as God overthrew Sodom and Go- 
morrab, and ye were as a Fire-brand plucked out of 
the bumuing ; yet have ye not returned unto me faith 
the Lord, This was a dreadful aggravation of 
their wickedneſs, that all this would work no 
good effect upon them, nor bring them to a 
Reformation, but like thoſe mencioned in the 
gth. of the Revelations at the ſounding of the 
Sixth Trumpet which brought ſuch diſmal 
Judgments upon the World, yer they, the ret 
of the - men, *cis ſaid, which were not killed by 
theſe” Plagues , yet repented not of the works of 
their hands, One might expect upon this In- 
. ſtance of the Jewes Incorrigibleneſs, that God 
ſhould-eicher have totally cur them off and de- 
ſtroyed them, or elle that he ſhould ar leaſt 


haye given them oyer, and no longer own'd 
B 2 them 
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them as his People. But he was more merci. 
ful than ſo ; and therefore ſends them. a farther 
Summons by the Prophet to try it at laſt their 
ſtour hearts would' yield, or whether they 
would reſolve to abide the worſt of it; and thx 
in the words of my Text, Therefore thus will [ 
do unto thee, O Tſrael-; And becauſe 1 will- do thi 
rnto thee, prepare to meet thy God O Ifrael. In which 
words you: ſee God till ſpeaks to: them as. his 
People; and: own himſelf to be their God. Bur 
he threatens them ſeverely in the former part 
of the words. Therefore thus wilt I do unto ther 
Therefore, becauſe thou haſt hitherto ſhewed 
thy ſelf ſo incorrigible, I will cry if I can over- 
come thy ſtubbornnels ; . thus will I do unto 
thee ; ſome refer the particle thus back to-what 
is ſaid-at the ſecond verſe where the Prophet 
tells them, that God had ſworn by bis-holineſs, thi 
lo the days ſhould come npon them, that be would tak 
them away with hooks, and their Poſterity with Fiſh 
hooks, 1. e. cauſe thent to be carried+ into Cap 
tivity as eaſily as men take little Fiſhes, Others 
underſtand it more generally, and that ſeems 
better then-ta-luok back ſo 44 thus will. I dowv 
to thee, i.e. I will proceed and ſtill m——__ 
Judgments upon thee, whilſt thou continue 
in this manner impenitent, And then gh. 
| OWs 
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ſows very ſeaſonably afrer ſuch a Threatning ; 


And becauſe 1 will do this unto thee, prepare to meet | 
thy. God O Iſrael. Which words, ſome under- 
ſand as ſpoken ironically; as if he ſhould have 


faid, fince thou ſeem'ſt reſoly'd thus to con- 


tend- wich me, and to defeat all my deſigns in 


chaſtizing thee, prepare thy ſelf and try whe- 
ther thou art able co ſtand againſt me, whether 
thou canſt divertthe ſtrokes of my Indignation, 
or how well chou canſt bear chem. when. they 
come upon thee. This is no ill ſence of the 
words, for God might thus by his Prophet up- 
braid his People wich their weakneſs and folly, 
that would a& as it they. thought themſelves 
able to encounter him, or had no need to fear 
the effects of his diſpleaſure :. And the follow- 
ing words at the laſt Verſe of this Chapter 
ſeem to fayour this ſence, as exprefling and ſet- 
ting forth the Greatneſs and Majeſty of God, 


_ and the irreſiſtibility of. his Power.. For lo, be 


that formeth the mountains, and: createth the wind, 
and declareth-unto man what is bis thought, that mas 
keth the morning darkneſs, and treadeth apon the high 
places of the earth, the Lord the God of Hoſts -is his 
name. But others, and I think the greateſt part 
of Interpreters, chooſe rather to underſtand ir 


in ſomewhat a milder ſence, as an Exhortation: 
cO- 
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0 Repentance,: by which -potibly 'the wrath 
of God right yer be appeas'd, :and his Judy- 
mmnents averted, 'or at lealt if not. ſo, if the De 
cree were |peretngtorily and irreverſibly! gojie 
-out againſt them, lyer they might be the better 
able to ſubmit to the ftroke, and bear with 
patience and fortitude the evil that was coming 
upon them.For were thereno more in it than fo, 
it is a' very ufeful and neceſſary warning. When 
Troubles are a coming 'tis very good tobe 
well prepar'd. Yet that Repeatance would 
ſtill haye prevented the Evil that was threat- 
ned, ſeems very probable as for other Reaſons, 
ſo becauſe of that ſaying which you have twice 
repeated in the beginning of the next Chapter, 
Seek the Lord and ye ſhall live. 1 therefore look 
on the'former part; of the words as a 'Fhreat- 
ning, and the latter .as an Exhortation to Re- 
pentance, whereby the Threatned Evil might 
be prevented ; yet not fo as to exclude either 
of the other ſences, wherein they may be ta- 
ken'to denote thejmporence and utter inability 
of men to reſiſt or 'ftight againſt God, or the 
need of a prepar'd mind when Evil is certainly 
a-coming. Accordingly therefore from the 
' words'thus open'd we may draw theſe follow- 
ing Obſeryations. 
Ce 1. That 
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+ 1. That "tis the incorrigibleneſs of a People under 
fariner and leſſer Judgments, that. cauſes - Almighty 
God to ſend more- and greater. \ "Therefore chus will 
| do unto thee. Becauſe thou haſt not yet re- 
turn'd unto me and amended thy ways, 'E will 
proceed to farther degrees) of ſeverity toward 


[ 
«I When WF going forth againſt a 


Prople they have no other help or remedy but a true 

epentance, They may prepare to meet their 
God with a humble Submiſſion and Acknow- 
ledgement of their Fault, and ſo perhaps may 
avert his Anger, bur there'is no other poſſible 
way of doing it, no Force nor Policy, withour 
that, will put by the ſtroke. 

3. That though Judgments be never fo perempto» 
rily denounc'd, yet ſtill there is a door of Hope open 
this way, the wrath of God may be averted, or at 
leaſt greatly aſſwag'd and mitigated, or the time of 
its continuance ſhorted. 

4. That when Judgments do fall beavieſt upon a 
People, yet' by a due Preparation the burthen of them 
may be greatly lizhten'd. 1 fhall ſpeak ſomething 
to each of theſe Obſervations, and then pro- 
ceed 'ro make ſome Application. And, 

- t,"We may obſerve hence, That it is the in- 


torngibleneſs of a People under former and leſſer 
Judg- 
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Judgments, which cauſes Almighty God fo ſend more 
and greater. Ac is very evident from the Text 
and Context that this was the Caſe with the 
People of the Jews. For their not returnin 
to their Duty aftcr ſo many Chaſtilements is 
given as the Reaſon why God would proceed. 
co a farther exerciſe of ſeverity. And it is not 
ſo much:Gods indignation againſt (in that cauſes 
him to do:thus, as his Love to his People and 
deſire of their Reformation, For AMiction is 
found to be a very proper means in order to 
that End, and reduces thoſe many times to 
their Duty, whom forbearance and indulgence 
would but have fpoil'd. And therefore this 
Diſcipline God chiefly exerciſes towards his 
own People, thoſe whom he has moſt favor'd 
with the knowledge of his Will, and that with 
an intent to bring them to a better mind by it. 
When there is no longer any hope of that, he 
then proceeds either to a total exciſion and de- 
ſtruction of ſuch a People, or elſe leaves them 
wholly to themſelves to follow the Condu&t 
of their own Luſts, takes away the light from 
them, and lets them grope in darkneſs -and 
blindneſs, till they ſo fill up the meaſure of 
their Iniquities, that in his wiſe Providence he 
judges ic no longer fit to let them ms 
rac 
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the Earth, and ſo brings a ſweeping deſtructi- 
on upon them. In the mean while that Re- 
formation is the cad he ſeeks in chaſtizing, and 
that where there is no hope of that, he is wont 
to forhear, we may learn from that Expoſtu- 
lation of the Prophet Eſay with rhe Jews, for 
their tubbornneſs and backſlidings ; Why ſhould 
xt be ſtricken any more, ye will revolt more and more. 
Elay 1.5. And we have no reaſon to won- 
der that thoſe People whom God has fayor'd 
in a peculiar manner ſhonld be more eſpecial- 
ly exercis'd with a ſevere Diſcipline when they 
fn againſt the Mercy and Loving-kindneſs of 
God. Such have more to anſwer for, have 
more Talents entruſted with them ; And we 
know *tis uſual with men to take ic more hei- 
noully when their own Children or Fayorites, 


or ſuch as they have very much oblig'd,offend - 


ainſt them, chen when 'cis done by others : 

And "tis uſual alſo for them, ſo long as the 
have any hopes, to ſeek the reclaiming of ſack 
by chaſtizing them. No wonder therefore if 
God proceeds in his dealing with men, ac- 
cording to the ſame Rules, and the ſame Prin- 
ciples of Reaſon which he himſelf has engrat- 
ted into our Nature. And hence it is that 
he tells chis People of the Jews by his Prophet 
C in 
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in the Chapter betore that where my Text is, 
Jou onely have 1 known of all&he Families of the Earth, 
therefore will 1 puniſh you for your iniquities. Amn.4.2, 
. And there are: many places inthe Prophen 
wherein we fnd this People highly tax'd, and 
even reproached for their ſtubbornneſs and in- 
corrigibleneſs, notwithſtanding all the warn- 
ings God could give them.[f you look into the 
Hiſtory of them, the 1 7. Chap. of the 2d: book 
of Kings will give you a fad account of the 
Caules that mov'd God to give them over. into 
the hands of cheir Enemies. At the 1 3.8& 14, 
verſes of that Chap. you read, how that'the Lord 
teſtified againſt Iſrael and againſt Judah, by all the 
Prophets,and by'all the Seers, ſaying Turn ye from your 
evil ways and keep my Commandments and my Statmtes, 
accordag to all the Law which I commanded your Fas 
. thers,and which I ſent to you by my ſervants the Pros 
phets. Notwithſtanding they would not hear, but har- 
dened their necks, like to the neck: of their fathers, they 
did not: beſievethe Lord. And if you look into 
the Writings of che Prophets,'tis endleſs almoſt 
to reckon up the many ſeyeral places wherein 
God upbraids this People, with theit ftubborn- 
nels, and hard-heartedneſs, and imipudence- in 
Sin. Inthe 48.ob-i/a.at the 5. 1 kw (ſays he 
there) that thou art obſtimate, and thy neck is an iron 
ſin, 
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ſmew,and thy brow braſs. And in the 6. of Jer. ar 
the 10.Ver.we have that Prophet complaining 
and expoſtulating to the ſame effe&t. To whom 
ſhall 1 ſpeak and give warning that they may bear ? 
Behold their ear ts uncircumcis d,and they cannot bears 
ken,behold the word of the Lord is unto them as a Re- 
proach, they have no delight in it, And when he 
ives them good Countel at the 16. ver, of the 
_ Chap. Stand-ye in the wayes and ſee and ask for 
the old paths, where #s the good way ? and walk theres 
in, and ye ſhall find reſt for -your Souls ;' their an- 
ſwer i$,(but they ſaid) we Will not walk therein. And 
we will not bearken,ver.1 7.- Jult as' you bave it in 
the 2d, Chap. of the fame Prophecy ac the 25. 
wr. where is a: lively deſcription how they 
weie bent and-fet upon their IdolatronsPracti- 
ces, Witb-hold thy. foot from \bemag unſhed,. and thy 
throat from thirſt, 1.e. Forbear-\uch Practices as 
will certainly bring thee to-Poverty and Mile- 
ry.: It follows, but thou faidſt, There is no bope, No, 
fol have-toved other :Gods,and after them Will 1 go. 
lewas bur-loft-labour to diflwade them. Like 
that deſperate Lover in the Comardian, who 
lays of himſelf, Et prudens ſciens vivus videnſq;pereo 
ue quid agant ſciv.! He ſaw deftraction and mile- 
!mbefore him but hecould.not refrain, This 
Was ar{ad: cafer: Bur God we ſeewras teloly'd to 
| CG 3 ery 
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try yer farther with his People whether they 
might not be reclaim'd by the Rod. Therefore 
thus will T do wnto thee, It was their Rtubbornneſ 
which made him take up this Reſolution, But 
I proceed to the 2d. Oblervation, which was 
2. That when God is thus reſolv'd ; and Judgment 
is going forth againſt a People,they have then no other 
Þ or Remedy but a true Repentance. Alaſs what 
other can they have? All other Remedies muſt 
fuppoſe God either impotent or ignorant. But 
this only ſuppoſes him Merciful and Gracious, 
and that his Goodneſs can overcome his Indig- 
nation and Diſpleaſure when nothing elle can, 
If we would ſeek to oppoſe our ſelves againk 
the ſtrokes of his Anger, orto meet him in any 
other way, it muſt be upon a mad ſuppoſition 
that we are wiſer or ſtronger than he, Bur this 
enly ſuppoſes that there is a certain force and 
efficacy in Repentance,and a kind of Magickin 
Prayers and Tears,which Almighty God him- 
ſelf, ſuch is his Goodnels, cannot reſiſt. Too 
many indeed when they ſee Evils a-coming,ate 
apt to put their whole Truſt in other Reme- 
ces, and to think that their own Strength ot 
Policy ſhall be able to put by the ſtroke ; and 
God may permit che ſuccels ſometimes co an- 


Iwer their ExpeRation, being intreated _ 
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by others that behave themſelves better. And 
this do's but harden them in a vain conceit thar 
'tis they themſelves and not the Providence of 
God that do's it. But moſt certainly whenever 
God ſets himſelf ro puniſh or chaſtiſe a Nation, 
tis eaſie for him to bring ic about, be they ne- 
yerſo great, or ſtrong, or well provided, or 
watchful againſt their Enemies. And therefore 
whenſoever Judgments are threatned or Evil 
ſeems to be coming upon a Narion, though all 
fic and proper means and ways areto be vigo- 
rouſly us'd, whereby to ward off the Blow, 
yet if Repentance and Amendment of Life be 
not joyn'd with them, there is lictle hope in 
them all, rhey are but broken Reeds,that may 
eaſily ſink nnder us and deceive us. And the 
reaſon is becauſe God the Supream Ordererand 
Governour of all Afﬀairs, finds no difhculty in 
overcoming any other oppoſition, except that 
of the humble Prayers and Supplications of a 
penitent People. And this brings me to the 
3d, Obſervation that was made, viz, 

3. That though Judgments are never ſo perempto» 
rily denounc'd, yet ſtill there is a door of Hope open 
this way. For this is the ground of the Prophets 
Exhortation in the words of the Text, Prepare 
to meet thyGod, 0 Iſrael,viz. that thou may it yer 
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rurn away. his wrath from thee, and ſhorten ac; 
leaſt or mitigate, if not totally put by the Judg. 
ments that are going forth again thee, For to- 
this purpoſe Rab.Dawid gloſles uponthe words, 
Prepara te & diſpone ut obviam eas v5 exeas in occurs 
ſum ejus-per pententiam, & bona opera,C&* experieri 
bonitatem & benignitatem es, convertetq; tibi mala 
in bona. Prepare and diſpoſe thy ſelf to go out and meet 
him, by Repentance: and good Works ;; and then thoy 
ſhalt experience his goodneſs and bounty to thee, and be 
will turn the threatned evil into good, And for con- 
firmationhereof, in the Chapter.next after this, 
you have a promiſe of mercy ſtill upon this 
condition that they would but ſeek: the Lord 
with Penitent and humble Prayer. Seek the 
Lord aud ye ſhall live. And this is molt agreeable 
to. the. Declaratiogs that God makes frequently 
in; the, Prophets. concerning himlſelf,and the 
manner of his dealing with men. Fury i not m 
me,{lays he,by the Prophet Eſay, I/a. 27. 4. He 
15.nor, implacable but may: be appeas'd .it men 
will — means... And therefore in the fol- 
lowing ver.he declares how that is to. be done; 
Or let bun take bald of my ſtrength that he may make. 
peace with;me,. aud be ſhall make peace With me,,. As. 
much.25 5 fl at anytime I ſeem.to be en- 
rag againſt, a fioful People, yer leechema bur. 
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aſe che right means, lerchem bur apply them- 
ſelves tothat which is the proper method to al- 
ſwage my Anger,and they ſhall find the effe&t 
of it.' He calls it a taking hold of bis ftrength (this 
applying themſelves to him by Humiliation 
and Prayer) becaule it is the only thing that 
renders him in a manner unable to puniſh thoſe 
that do ſo ; ſuch is his Goodneſs and Compatl- 
fon toward returning Sinners, that he cannor 
find in his Heart to execute the fierceneſs of his 
wrath upon them ; bur finds himſelf in a man- 
ner diſabled, though it is not indeed from wanc 
of Power, but from want of Will that he for- 
bears,or ceaſes to puniſh. He is not wontthere- 
fore to go tothe utmoſt ſo long as there is any 
hope of a Peoples Amendment or Reformarti- 
on; and ſo ſoon as that appears in any good 
degree,ie begins to mitigate and withdraw his 
Judgments ; according to that of the ſame 
Prophet Eſay, In meaſure when it ſhooteth forth thou 
vilt debate with it ; be ſtayeth bis rough wind in the 
day of the Eaſt-wind;1ſa.2.7.8. Tn the former part 
of which words God' is compared to a Vine- 
drefler, thar prunes his Vine with diſcretion, 
lopping off the ſuperfluons branches, bur not 
burting the body of the Tree. So God propor- 
tions his Chaſtiſements to the end which he 
deſigns 
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deſigns by them, which is indeed the good of 
his People, and therefore many times gives a 
check to his own Anger in the very middle,or 
ſtops when his hand was as it were lifted upts 
ſtrike,and the fatal blow was wirthia a little of 
being given, not conſidering ſo much what a 
ſinful Nation has deſery'd, as what is moſt a- 
greeable to his Wiſdom and Goodnels to do in, 
the World. He ſtayeth his rough wind m the day 
of bis Eaſt-wind. But I proceed to my 4th.and 
laſt Obſervation, of which but in a word. 

4+ That where Judgments do fall beavieſt upon a 
People, yet by a due Preparation the burthen of them 
may be greatly lightned. Sometimes, yea too often, 
the bulk or body of a People ſhew themlelyes 
to be ſo ſtubborn and obſtinate in their Sins, 
that God is, as it were compell'd co exerciſe 
great ſeyerities toward them. Yea many times 
they draw down Judgments upon tchemlelyes 
by their wickedneſs. And their fins are of ſuch 
a nature, that unleſs God would pony 
an extraordinary power to hinder it,they m 
needs bring National Calamities upon them, 
And ſometimes God has bin ſo far provok'd_ 
that he will hear of no interceſſion F them, 
but though Noah, Daniel and Job ſtood before 
him,it would be co no purpoſe. Now in bo 
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Cafes as theſe there is no Remedy bur Judg-' 


ment muſt have irs courſe, Yet good men are 
not therefore left in a hopeleſs or miſerable 
Condition. "They may prepare to meet their 
Gd going forth thus in Judgment againſt a 
People, andit will not only be a likely means 
to avert Gods Wrath in time, bur it will alſo be 
2 means to lighten theBurthen for the preſent, 
and enable them to bear it with Patience and 
Fortitude.For in a time of greateſt Calamiries, 
if a man have but peace with God and his own 
Conſcience,it will be a mighty ſupport to him. 
And though a man ſhould be encompals'd 
with the ſaddeſt ſpeCtacles of miſery all abour 
him,and ſee the ruin of his Country, and have 
2 large ſhare in it himſelf, yer ſo long as he has 
hope in God,and peace in his own Boſom,pro- 
vided that he has truly repented of his Sins,and 
htted himſelt for the Happineſs of another 
Vorld, ſuch a one, though he cannot but be 
under much grief and trouble, yet he ought 
not to be accounted miſerable. Every good 
man will have a tender and compaſſionate lence 
| ofthe Miſeries of others, eſpecially any that 
ae near him, and tis Natural for all men to 
have ſence and feeling enough of thoſe tempo- 
al Evils which themlelves lye under. But ne- 
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yerthelels/ a quiet: Conlcience, and a . well- 
grounded hope in God are ſo ſtrong a Cordial, 
and have ſuch a mighty vircue in them as may 
be ſufficient ro keep a mans Spirits from (ink 
ing under his Burthen. Ir was that that ſup- 
ported holy Job under all choie grievous mile. 
ries and calamities which betcll both him and 
all his. Family. And tho' a man have not allthe 
fame Conſcience of the Innocence and Integrity 
of his paſt-lite, that that good man had, yer if 
he be bur truly penicent, and do really, amend 
for the future, he may, eyen be thankful for 
thole temporal Evils which were the, occaſion 
of his ſo doing,and cheartully ſubmit co'them, 
as but;a juſt and neceflary chaſtiſement. 

But I proceed next to the ſecond part of my 
diſcqurle; 'xo make; ſome Application-af, what 
has-bia ſaid. . And eyery one of, theſe Obſerya- 
tions that have bin 5:4 from the words will 
afford ns. ſome inferences deſerving qur Con- 
lideration. F Or, ” | , ' 
;,,1.If Incorrigiblenels be that, which provokes 
God to ſend farther Judgments ; then may we 
of this Nation have juſt cauſe to fear. For we 
cannot.ſure but be ſenſible that we have alrez- 
dy tryed Gods Patience, very far: He, has pu- 
niſh'd us in divers of the very ſame ways tht 
aire 
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[ repeated to you in the beginning of my Diſ- 
courſe. Not indeed by Famine: bur by Pe- 
ſilence, and' by a dreadful Fire, . ſo that the 
Remainders and the: Inhabitants of this grear 
City may juſtly be ſaid, in the Prophets Ex- 
preſſion, to have bin as a fire-brand pluck'd out of 
the burning, and as juſtly I doubt we may add 
that which follows, yet have ye not return'd unto 
me, faith the Lord. Since that time therefore we 
have fallen into many great troubles, through 
inteſtine Diviſions, and Animoſities between 
one Party and another, induſtriouſly.cheriſh'd 
by thoſe who delign'd the ruin of both: Many 
illegal and arbitrary things haye bin done a- 

t us for the bringing in thoſe rwo moſt 
dreadful Eyils(which ever gg hand in hand to- 
gether) Popery and Slavery. - And-rhough ous 
Suffering in this kind was comparatiyely but 
little, yer it carried a high degree of Terror inc, 
when we ſaw our ſelyes in the hands of fuch 
men as would ſtick at nothing, to! bring about 
their Ends, and whoſe very tender mercies 
were cruel ; When we ſaw the Foundation laid 


are here recounted in this Chapter, and,which 
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and expected nothing leſs than rhe-ereRion. of | 


a French Model-of.Religion and Government. 


And truly when we were at the -heighth of 
D 2 . thoſe 
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ethole our Fears, | muſt needs (ay that then,it a. 
ny,was the time when we begin to look fome. 
what like a reforming People. For when we 
thought we were like ſhortly to be depriv'd of 
the Publick Worſhip of God in .a known 
Tongue, People did ſeem a liccle more zealouſ. 
ty co frequent ir, when we law and had occz- 
fon to conſider more narrowly what the Dy- 
Erines and Principles of Popery were, we be- 
gan a little more cloſely to adhere to thoſe of 
the Reformation, and when we thought that 
all Proteſtants/muſt be like to ſuffer rogether, 
we began to lay afide eur quarrels and diffe- 
rences itt a great meaſure, and promis'd our 
ſelves we ſhould not eaſily fall inco the ſame 
again. And ſo merciful was God to us,that inz 
hictle eime, when there was bue this little A 

pearance and'this good _ of a Reformarion 
among us,he ſent us a moſt gracious and: won- 
derful Deliverance, the very thing that we 
wiſh'd' for,and beyond our Hopes: And is it 
not a ſad and anill boding conlideration to us 
that no better fruic ſhould follow 2 May not 
God juſtly fay to us as to Ephraim and Jndah by 


. the Prophet Hoſea,0 Ephraim what ſhall I do auto 


thee * OJudahb what ſhall I do unto thee ? For your 
Loodneſs is as a mornmg: Cloud, and- as the early dewit 
Loeth 
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goeth away. Is ir not ſtrange thar men ſhould 
ſo ſoon torget what were their thoughts inthe 
day of their AﬀiCtion ? Is it not a wonderful 
thing that we ſhould diſagree and fall out a- 
gain as much as ever, betore we are got rid-of 
the Common Enemy? And is it not a thing, ve- 
ry provoking to Almighty God that we ſhould 
bring forchs no bercer fruir, after ſuch warnings 
and ſo much mercy ſhew'd:us. ? Qne would 
think the conſideration. of thoſe dreadful Evils 
we have hitherto eſcap'd,ſhould make us look 
on our ſelves as under ſome obligation to walk 
worthy of the good Providence of God,and the 
proſpect of thoſe Mileries that are before us, if 
our Enemies ſhould prevail, ſhould make us 
fearful of offending. He mult be very blind, 
and I doubt wiltully fo, that do's not fee and 
believe thar if the late deſigns,that had ſo long 
bin carried: on againſt our Religion and Go- 
vernment had not met withthat wonderful and 
ſeaſonable interruption that they: did, not we 
only bur even all the Chriſtians of the Refor- 
mation had. ina little time, in all probabiliry, 
bin. reduc'd to as deplorable a Condition, as 
thoſe of France or Savoy have bin.. And ſhall a- 
ny litzle Creature now that has got ſome nice 


and fooliſh ſcruples concerning, our preſent 
« {ſettle 
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ſertlement,and knows not what he would hays 
himſelf,pretend to murmur and repine becauſe 
God do's not bring about his work juſt in the 
way that he would haye'it, -and according tg 
the model of his Fancy ? Is it nothing to ſuch 
narrow ſouls that the whole Proteſtant intereſt 
which was in a manner expiring, 1s now thro! 
Gods wonderful Providence beginning to re- 
vive again, that the molt ancient of all Prote- 
ſtanc Churches,the poor Inhabitants of the yal- 
leys of Piedmont,that have born their Teſtimo- 
ny thro' ſo many Ages, are already reſtor'd to 
the liberty of their Religion, and become x 
Terror to him that ſtirr'd up Perſecution as 
gainſt them, and that there is hope the like 
may ere long befall our poor Brethren of 
France ? Or do all theſe people deſerve no cons 
fiderarion ? Is -ir no matter what becomes of 
them?lince that perhaps in all chings they may 
not be juſt of our minds. So ſome Bigots ſeem 
to think who would cur themlielves off from 
the Body of the Reformation. But certainly till 
we are reduc'd to a better temper of Mind,cill 
we can love one another, and have a hearty 
Charity for all that hold the ſame Fundamen- 
tals of Chriſtianiry, cho” differing from us in 
lefler matters,provided they live but according 
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to their profeſſion, and till we our ſelves learn 
to walk as becomes the Goſpel, and to adorn 
the Do&trine of God our Saviour by a holy and 
exemplary Converſation, till this be done, we 
are.not fit for a compleat Deliverance; And 
tis no wonder therefore if God ſtill continue 
to chaſtiſe us ; If after he has brought us out of 
Egypt, he yer lead us about in the Wilderneſs, 
and cauſe. uslike che murmuring 1/raelites to 
conſume'our dayes in Vanity and our years jn 


Trouble, Yea if he ſhould make us to drink 


up the dregs of that bicter Cup which has al-_ 


ready gone about in almoſt all the Reformed 
Churches round about us, we muſt acknow- 
ledge the Juſtice of his Providence in it ; yea 
we ought co wonder at his Mercy it we eſcape 
It, Bur, 

2.. From the 2d Obſeryation that was made 
we may draw. this Inference. That ſince when 
Judgment is going forth, and God is about to 
chatkle a people,nothing elſe can deliver them 
but Repentance; We,who by reaſon of our for- 
mer Impenitencyand Wickednels have fo much 
cauſe to expect ſeverity, and who according 
to the preſent poſture of our Aﬀeairs ſeem to be 
upon the brink either of a happy Deliverance 
ar a miſerable Downtfall,ought to beware that 

we 
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we pur not our Truſt and Confidence in 
other help or means ſo much as that. Many of 
us I doubt are too apt with the Jews ro put their 
truſt in Arm of Fleſh, to reaſon from ſecond 
Cauſes and Appearances without conſidering 
ſufficiently how eaſily the Providence of God, 
if he be angrywith us,and ſet himſelf againſt us, 
can blaſt and defeat all our likelielt and moſt 
probable Hopes. We may be apt to reckon up- 
on the ſtrength of our Forces, the number of 
our Confederates, the Valour of our King, the 
'Sicuation of our Country and the like ; bur not 
only a little ſence of Religion,and a {mall con- 
ſidecation of the over-ruling Providence of 
God, but even our own freſh experience may 
ſerve to convince us,that except we have him 
on our {ide nothing elſe can do us any good. 


For have we not lately bin forc'd to turn our | 


backs upon our Enemies in that very Element 
wherein we were wont to think our greateſt 
ſtrength lay ? And though God has bin pleas'd 
to bleſs us with better Succels in Ireland (for 
which for ever praiſed be his Name)yet in the 
very manner of doing it he has ſhew'd us how 


eaſily he could have brought about a quite- 


contrary event, and given us ſuch a blow as 
was not to have bin recovered. We may even 
erem- 
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remble to think how near we were to ruine, 
when the Breath of our Noſtrils,the Anointed 
ofthe Lord,ſo narrowly eſcap'd that fatal Bul- 
let, and how diſmal the conſequence muſt in 
ll probabilicy have bin not co us only but to 
all the Proteſtant Churches abroad had he fallen 
by it. Bur if God be for us Who can be againſt us ? 
It he will undertake the defence and protecti- 
on of any man,all the World cannot hurt him, 
though he walk in the midſt of dangers, it is 
the ſame thing ; A thouſand may fall beſide him, 
adten thouſand at his right band, but it ſhall not come 
web bim, as- the P/almiſt ſpeaks of him whom 
God protets. It is good for us therefore to 
make our peace with God, and to put our 
Truſt in him ; To ſay with the P/almiſt, I will 
wt Truſt in my Bow, neither i it my ſword that ſhall 
belp me. But it is thou, O God, who, we hope, wilt 
| Jave us from our Enemies, and put them to confuſion 
that hate ws. All neceſſary and proper means 
indeed are to be diligently and vigorouſly us'd; 
for God will not help thoſe that take no care 
to help themſelves, when he has put into their 
hands the power and means of doing it ; And 
we ſee St. Paul cho' he was before hand affur'd 
of the Eyenr,being told by an Angel that God 


had given him all chem that ſail'd with him, 
E Atts 
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Aﬀts 27. 2.4. yet was careful nevertheleſs nor 
ro omit the neceſſary means of Preſervation, 
But when all is done, our main Confidence 
muſt be, not in any force or ſtrength! of our 
own, but in the merciful Providence of God| 
who is always able,and'never unwilling to'de- 
liver usif we are bur duly prepar'd for it, -Tov 
which purpoſe therefore the Inference that | 
make * M8. my 3d Obſervation is this; 

3. That ſince God is ſo gracious, that tho? 
Jadgments be neverſo peremptorilydenounc'd 
or ſeem"never'ſo likely ro come upon a-people, 
yet there is always a door of hope opea'tothe 
Penirent. We ſhould therefore- magnifie his 
Goodnels,and'fet our ſel ves ſerioufly to uſethe 
means of averting his Anger. lt is that whickis 
the end that God defrgns in chaſtizing a Nati- 
or, even to-bring it to Repentance, and-if the 
Fhreatning, andthe Ferror of his Judgments 
before they come, will but have that Effe&, 
it will pleaſe him far better than if we foree 
him- ro exerciſe ſeverity firſt, and he will be 
glad to be excus'd from that his ſtrange work, 
which he has ſo often declar'd he do's not de 
light in. 

Almighty God ſeems now by his Providence 
to be doing great things in the World for ber 
ood 
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goodof his Church,andthe bringing down it's moſt cruel 
and implacable Enemies. He can, and we ſee do's, make 
uſe of thole who are no Friends to his Truth to bring a- 
bout thoſe good Ends which his Wiſdom has deſign'd ; 
And-it we will ſet our (elves to obſtruct a nd hinder the 

Work that he is doing,we may bring on our ſel yes 
agreat deal of Trouble and inyolve our ſelves in much 
Miſery ; But his work will be done, his Counſel that ſhall 
ſtand, and the oppoſition of fooliſh and wicked men 
ſhall bur help to promote and cſtabliſhit. How much 
better ns were it for us, to-reconcile our ſelves to 
him by a hearty Repentance, and become the willing * 
laſtruments of advancing his Glory. 

There are ſome great and crying fins amongſt us, 
which every one ought in his-place, and thole elpeci- 
ally who are entruſted with Power, to ſet chemſelves 

ainſt, We cannot be ignorant to what a heighth Vice 
and Debauchery has grown amongſt us, having bin, I 
doubt purpoſely cherith'd, in order to the preparing us 
for a falſe Religion. Ir concerns us theretore not only 
toreſorm our ſelves it we have bin infected with the too 
general Contagion, but to.ſet-our ſelves what in us lies 
to-oppole the Torrent of Vice and Licentiouſnels,to de- 
dare openly our diſlike of it, and ro ſhew ic no manner 
of Favour or Countenance. lt ought to be a ſufficienc 
Barr to any mans Advancement whatever he þe other- 
Wile, if he be known to be vitious and immoral in his 
Life, For we may eafily (ec the Folly of cruſting any 
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thing in the hands of ſuch Perſons as have not the fear 
of God before their Eyes. Neither ought we to fear (a; 
ſome ſeem to have done) that this will be che way to 
promote Hypocriſie ; For admirting that it were (o,yet 
iris a thouſand times better, and more for the benefir 
of the World that Men ſhould have but an outſide and 
appearance of Godlineſs, than be openly profane and 
Irreligious. And beſides, it it be once for a mans adyan- 
tage and Reputation generally in the World that he ap- 
pear ſober and pious in his demeanor, no queſtion. but 
many more will be really and truly ſo, than would be 
otherwiſe where Vice is become faſhionable. 

We ſhould conſider how our Vices and Immoralitie; 
have brought us within a little of utter deſtruftion,And 
therefore it ever we hope for better times,'tis abſolutely 
neceſſary that we amend.lf we have bin ſeduc'd andled 
aſtray by ill Example, or carried down with the Tor- 
rent of Looſeneſs and Licentiouſneſs that has brokein 
amongſt us, *ris high time now ar laſt ro conſider of i; 
and accept the Invitation that God gives us to become 
better. *Tis time for every man to begin a Reformation 
of himſelf and his Family, and all as far as he has Infly- 
ence,and therein to follow the Conduct and adyancethe 
Work of that Good Providence which ſeems now to be 
vindicating the oppreſs'd Caule of True Religion, and 
which, though we have highly deſerv'd Gods Anger, 
yet: has open'd a way to-us to become yet a.very happy, 
if we will but be a reform'd People, 4 
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And I inſiſt the more on this becauſe I verily believe 
that were mens Vices and Debaucheries well cur'd, it 
would prove a great healing of all our Diviſions and 
Differences ; it being bur too notorious that many leek 
to encreaſe and. ſet forward theſe, not ſo much for any 
real concern they have at the bottom for one fide of the 
queſtion or the other,as for fear that-if we ſhould agree 
there would. in time be a mofe ſtrict Rein of [Diſcipline 
laid upon their Necks, and they ſhould not be (uffered 
to be {o openly Prophane and Licentious. This makes 
too many liſt themſelves in that Party which they think 
will give leaſt reſtraint. to their beloved Vices, who in 
the mean time little concern themſelves which fide has 
the Truth, or ſo much as where the real difference lies. 
Bur certainly it ſeems a very plain caſe, that 'tis the Duty 
of every Chriſtian,as to live according to the certain and 
unconteſted Rules of Piety and Virtue, Jo to joyn him-: 
ſelf in che worſhipping of God with thoſe who have the: 
Advantage of a Pablick and Legal Eftabliſhment,ſo far 
as he may do it withour Sin. And if but ſo much as this: 
were well conſidered and conſcientiouſly pur in PraGice,, 
It were enough to make us a very. happyNation,and.to- 
Cure many of our worlt Diſtempers. 

Such Admonicions as theſe if we would be perlwad-- 
ed to take, we need not at all queſtion the good Effects. 
of it, Bur if after all thar God has done for us (by his. 
Providence in a way of. Chaſtiſement or. in a way of 
Mercy), there ſtill appear no amendment among; us, . as 

We: 
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we ſhall highly deſerve, ſo I know: no Reaſon butwe 
ſhould expe, - ro fall under ſevere 'Judgments. ' And 
tho' God may give us that ſucceſs at prefent which he 
ſees neceſlary-to the carrying on other ends of his Pro- 
vidence in the World, yet we may allure our ſelves of 
this, 'that he can never want means to puniſh us. And 
though we were totally deliver'd out of all the dangers 
that at preſent ſeem to ſurround us, yet more and prea- 
ter Evils may {till ariſe, and are like to do ſo,fo long a 
Wickednels {hall continue uncontrol'd, and our Lives 
unreform'd; \ 

If roo. general an Impenitence ſhall ſtill prevent our 
happineſs (which God forbid) and provoke himtoex- 
ercile ſeverity toward us, there is yet this Comfortto 
every particular 'Perſon, that will but be faithful in do- 
ing his Duty, that by a due Preparation to meet the E- 
vil, the Burthen of ic may be greatly lightned, which 
was the 4th. Obſeryacion drawn from the words, and 
from ic 1 ſhall only make this my laſt Inference, and fo 
conclude, Viz, 

4. That whatever evil may come upon us, it is our greateſt 
Wiſdom not to be taken unprepar'd. We lee whar _—_ 
ſome would bring upon us. For we have too great cau 
to ſuſpect there are thoſe among us that car'd not tho 
they ventur'd the ſubjeing this whole Nation to a tor- 
reign Yoke of moſt miſerable Slavery, ſo they might 
bur have their Ends for the preſent. And we are conh- 
-dently cold what I am very loth co believe, and * 
oly 


OO — 


at* St. Mary: I Bow. 33 


ſoly'd' I will not believe. till ſiſee it evidently prov'd» 
that there are ſome who call themſelves Proteants,who 
yet ſtick not in a moſt lewd and flattering Addreſs to 
invite che Common Enemy of their Religion and Li- 
berty to reſcue them from what they call a cruel Uſur- 

tion. But I cannot perſwade my ſelf that fo great a 
Wickednels ſhould enter into the Hearts of any number 
of Men that go under that Charafter. And if it did; I 
ſhould think that'in the next place they would apply 
themſelves to the great Enemy of Mankind to free them 
from the Tyranny of God Almighty. But we have ſeen 
alſo that which gives us far more juſb cauſe to appre- 
hend our ſelves in danger ; That our manifold Proyo- 
cations and great incorrigibleneſs that has hitherto ap- 
pear'd may very juſtly expoſe vs to heavy Sufferings. A 
general Repentance and Reformation would: no doubt 
prevent any ſuch thing ; Yeathe you Mercy that God 
has ſo lately ſhew'd. us, is a manifeſt indication that he 
s not willing to deal with us as we have defery'd. Bur 
lince we cannot promiſe our ſelves any ſecurity, 'tis our 
wiſeſt-way to prepare for the worſt. It will not be loſt 
labour though it never come, We are never fo fit- for 
a proſperous condition as when we are ready if God call 
us to it to fubmic to an adverſe, and can heartily pray 
that his Will may be done.If we have Peace in our own 
Canſciences, and Peace with God, we are then readyto 
meet him in any of the Varieties of his Providence; and 
may ſay with the Prophet, Habakknk, Although the Figtree 
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ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall frait be in the Vines,tho' the 7 P 
of the Olive ſhall fail and the fields ſhall yield no meat, thou ny h 
flocks ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there ſhall be no berd igj 
the tals, yet we Will rejoyce in the Lord, we will joy in the Gel 
of our ſalvation, Hab. 3. 17, 18. Bur till we be rect 
.cil'd ro God, and have Peace with him, *tis im bh 
we ſhould be everlafe in any times amidſt the mani 
Viciditudes of this Life. Let us labour therefore to.gls 
tain this Peace by a true Repentance and torlaking/all 
our paſt ſins, and by bringing forth fruics meet for R 
pentance by Univerſal Righteouſneſs and Holineſs ol 
Life, and more particularly at this time, by Charity 
and Almſgiving to ſuch as are in need, which is a , 
crifice alwayes acceptable and well- pleaſi ing to God 
andthen eſpeciallymoſt proper when we would appealy 
his Anger, or implore his Bleſſing, or render 
thanks ro him for his great Mercy and Goodnels to $4 | 
All which we have now occaſion to do. I conclud 
therefore wich thoſe words of the P/almift which 
great Encouragement to Liberality and Bounty to & A 
Poor, eſpecially.in times when men are apprehenſive 
any Danger. Bleſſed is he that conſidereth the poor the Li d fl 
will deliver bim in the time of Trouble, The Lord will ky K- 
him and keep him alive that be may be bleſſed upon the EE 
will not deliver him to the Will of bis Enemies, 
Now our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even our Fal 
o ther, which hath loved us and bath given 4 Everlaſtmg Co =. 
lation and good Hope through Grace, Comfort your Hearts and 
> fſrabliſh you in every good Word and Work. To him be Gloryſ | 
> - > fVer and ever, FINIS. 
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